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UM hires new dean of graduate school
Jayme Fraser
Montana Kaimin
Stephen Sprang took on a new list of
duties Monday as he accepted the halftime position of The University of Montana’s new associate provost and dean
of the graduate school.
He will also continue his roles as a
professor in UM’s Division of Biological
Sciences and as the director of the University’s Center for Biomolecular Structure and Dynamics.

During open forums with the candidates last month, Sprang said he wants
to strengthen graduate education by
restructuring the program to more efficiently use funds and other resources that
he acknowledges are unlikely to grow.
The evaluation should also consider
whether the skills graduates learn will
make them competitive for jobs after
graduation and maximize retention. He
also wanted to attract more graduate
students — and keep them at UM — by
instituting a fee waiver for out-of-state

students like many other graduate programs nationwide. Sprang suggested
the reorganization should also consider
expanding and diversifying the list of
faculty mentors available for graduate
students as well as their internship and
teaching opportunities.
Sprang earned his doctorate in
biochemistry from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison. He completed
post-doctoral work at the University of
Alberta and the University of California at San Francisco before leading the

graduate program in molecular biophysics at the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center.
At UM, he promoted the creation of
a joint graduate program in biochemistry and biophysics, served on the Interdisciplinary Science Building advisory
group and is a member of the University’s Graduate Council. He has mentored
many doctoral students and postdoctoral fellows and has served on numerous
dissertation committees.

MONTANA

jayme.fraser@umontana.edu

Human Resource
candidate touts
experience
Emily Downing
Montana Kaimin

Ben Coulter / Montana Kaimin
As hunting season continues in western Montana, poaching citations for elk are among the highest of any big game animal. Genetic forensics is now being
used to help solve poaching cases.

Wildlife forensics sets sights on poachers
Hannah J. Ryan
Montana Kaimin
The headless elk carcass was
still warm and steam was still
rising from the body when national park officials found it in
December of 2005.
The animal was clearly the

victim of a poacher.
Without wildlife genetic forensics, it would have been impossible to connect the poached
elk with the suspect.
Now that hunting season is
open, wildlife officials are preparing for the annual increase
of hunting violations. The use

37°F | 24°F

of genetic forensics to solve
wildlife poaching cases has
become a critical tool for game
wardens.
Investigating officers took
tissue samples from the body,
left just outside Yellowstone
National Park, and sent it to
a lab in Wyoming. It took a

year before the six-point elk’s
mounted head was discovered
and another two years before
the culprit was brought to justice.
Jim Kropp, chief of law enforcement for Montana Fish,
Wildlife and Parks, said wildlife
See WILDLIFE, page 8
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Lewis and Clark County
Human Resource Director Fred
Rice took questions from University of Montana employees
Monday afternoon in his bid
to become UM’s Associate Vice
President for Human Resource
Services.
During the open forum, Rice
said that his 20 years of experience in human resources and
public management make him
the perfect candidate for the
job. He also said that although
he’s looked for positions at UM
before, most of his experience is in
local government.
“I have yet to discover how
the university system works,”
Rice said.
Rice said that the biggest
challenges human resource departments face are recruitment, dismissal and supervisor training.
“A key part of [addressing]
that is long range or strategic
planning,” he said, emphasizing the importance of finding
how each specific position supports the entire organization.
See DIRECTOR, page 8
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EDITORIAL

EDITORIAL CARTOON

I found 4 more packs in here!

I’ll need to cite you for this

The new hunt
by Roman Stubbs, Editor
With last week’s passing of Initiative 161, the landscape of
Montana hunting is certainly headed for a pivotal change, for
better or for worse.
I-161 essentially reconfigures nonresident big game hunting by replacing the previously guaranteed 5,550 outfitter
licenses with 5,550 general nonresident big game licenses.
In the past, if a client could pay the outfitter’s fee, he or she
would be guaranteed a license for deer or elk or both. Now, no
matter how much money a person has in the bank, they have
to put in for a general nonresidence license like everyone else.
The benefit, other than equality, is more money for the
state and for wildlife. It will raise the state revenue by nearly
$700,000, according to the Montana Legislative Analysts office, and provide $1.5 million for wildlife preservation. This
comes at a cost to the outfitting industry, though, which has
been a central staple to the Montana hunting dichotomy for
generations. It will not disappear, but by taking away the ability to guarantee a license for their clients, outfitters will face a
much tougher road next season, from the plains in the east to
the peaks in the west.
But beneath the politics, beneath the tension between instaters and out-of-staters, the haves and the have-nots, are the
stories, the narratives that tell more about Montana hunting
than numbers and legislation. I have heard my share in the
first month, people recounting their weekends in the woods,
cherishing the Montana pastime. The stories put last week’s I-161
vote into perspective, makes me understand why the chili is
running so hot, no matter what perspective people carry.
In many ways, Montana has also endured a scary, tragic
opening month to the season. Three men nearly lost their lives
after being poisoned by carbon-monoxide near their Lima
camp last week, only to be rescued by their teenage sons. A
17-year-old Power boy died on opening weekend, after a gun
was accidentally discharged near the Missouri River Breaks.
The same weekend, a Malta 16-year-old died after being shot
while on a hunting trip with two other boys on the Hi-Line.
The case is now being investigated as a homicide.
When hunters lose their lives, people are reminded of the
old virtues the sport is founded on, most notably safety. They
should be reminded the human element still exists and always will, no matter what new regulations or fees come to
pass. Montanan’s cherish this sport; they hold onto the great
memories with families, mourn the tragedies that happen to
people they have never met. It’s probably why over 300,000
voters turned out last week to vote on I-161, an explanation for
why this issue will remain heated for years to come.
Montana hunters will always feel uneasy about driving
down the highway, and seeing a Utah or California plated
truck with an elk in the back. Outfitters’ clients are hunters, in
equal measure. Their passion shouldn’t target them as deeppocketed robber barons of our game.
But those folks, more than anyone else, should understand
that the industry is a business. Often times, business is inherently political. And if I-161 will help more people of all classes hunt in Montana, will help more people create their own
stories by breaking down economic barriers and opening up
more public lands, then it should be embraced and ultimately
viewed as an important step for the sport in this state.
roman.stubbs@umontana.edu

Um Diversity 2011 - everyone but Tobacco Users
by Joe Veltkamp

SCIENCE COLUMN

The things I think I think:
The UBS won’t let me be
by David Elison
Any breakthrough that could lessen the borderline harassment I receive twice monthly
from United Blood Services is something I am
inclined to hear out, and Canadian researchers may have provided me such reprieve.
Recent research, published in the scientific
journal Nature has shown that skin cells from
individuals of any age can be cultivated into
red blood cells perfectly matched to the individual, thus eliminating the need for a truly
massive demand for blood donation.
The Canadian scientists collected skin cells
from adults of various age groups, as well as
newborn babies, and injected them with certain DNA proteins and a cocktail of other molecules. Both red blood cells and skin cells lack
a cell nucleus (where the DNA for the cell is
kept) and are basically just bags of molecules
used for a specific function. Red blood cells, or
erythrocytes, are essential storage containers
for hemoglobin, the molecule responsible for
carrying the oxygen you breathe in to your tissues. Skin cells are entirely full of the protein
keratin and almost nothing else. Keratin gives
skin its structural strength and elasticity.
Undifferentiated cells (read: stem cells) are
told how to develop based on their bodily location and DNA direction based on the organism’s needs. So, if one could figure out what
the DNA “tells” the cells to make one become
a skin cell and the other an erythrocyte, it is
conceivable that switching between one another would be possible.
The other important aspect to this development is that, since the skin cells collected and

the DNA cocktail injected all come from the
specific individual in question, the need for
matching blood type is eliminated. Each person makes certain recognition molecules on
the surfaces of their cells so that they may be
“seen” by the immune system as part of us and
not foreign, which would result in the killing
of the cells. Since the cells and molecules used
come from the same person, these cell recognition molecules would be the same and blood
transfusion reactions (the result of receiving
someone’s blood with whom you are not compatible) would not occur.
The research is still in its early stages, but
physicians hope to incorporate this technique
into clinical use by 2012. The National Health
Service uses approximately 2.5 million units of
donated blood (each weighing in at half a liter)
annually for urgent transfusions and cancer
patients alone. This doesn’t count the millions
more used in surgeries and other procedures
that can result in traumatic blood loss. If the
research can be used effectively in the next
couple years, it would solve one of the greatest
clinical needs that currently exists, and maybe
get the United Blood Services off my back for
a while.
david.elison@umontana.edu
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Smoke cloud to blow off campus
Erin Cole
Montana Kaimin

Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin
Political science student Eugene Grant smokes during a break between
classes Monday afternoon.

Beneath a threatening sky
on Sunday afternoon, Rachel
Leathe and Luke Riley took a
smoke break outside Jesse Hall,
a ritual that will end on Aug.
28, 2011 when the University of
Montana’s smoking ban takes
effect.
From her perch on a picnic table, Leathe said she
will “probably go across the
street” to smoke next fall. The
undeclared freshman said that
when she smokes, she usually
tries to find a trash receptacle.
Riley, meanwhile, said he
usually flicks his butts onto
the street. When chided by
his friend, Riley, a freshman
planning on majoring in business, said he was being honest.
While most support UM’s
decision to go tobacco-free,
some in the University District
worry that their yards and sidewalks will become littered with
cigarette butts.
Katie De Soto, an Arthur Avenue resident, said she realizes that the smokers have to
go somewhere.
“I’m not stupid, and realize
that people have to smoke,” she

said. “If they get in trouble for
smoking [on campus], but not
across the street, then it doesn’t
take a rocket scientist to figure
that one out.”
Still, De Soto, who has small
children and suffers from asthma, fears the effects this will
have on her home.
“One of the things I’m concerned about next year is not
only the trash on the lawn, but
having people treat our house
like a park, which it’s not,” she
said. “It’s a private home.”
Eric and Lee Clemmensen,
who live on McCloud Avenue,
wonder how the ban will be enforced.
The Office of Public Safety
will handle violations, but
Director of Public Safety Jim
Lemcke said his employees are
not about to become the “smok-

ing police.”
This worries the couple, who
said they have noticed much
more loitering around their
neighborhood since the legalization of medical marijuana
and fear it will become even
worse when the smoking ban
takes effect.
“I’m thinking if the campus
cops won’t respond to our calls
about that, and they haven’t,
we’re not holding out much
hope for next year,” Eric said. “I
worry that it could damage our
really cool relationship with
the university.”
“At what point does the university become really active in
trying to manage what will be
a situation?” Lee said. “People
are becoming less and less tolerant of this behavior and are
See SMOKING, page 8
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UM working on ‘big ideas curriculum’

Lily Rabil
Montana Kaimin
Students may soon see a
change in the way general education courses are taught at The
University of Montana, and could
have the opportunity to focus
on a specific topic that is woven
throughout their education.
The University has joined a
coalition of more than 70 colleges

and universities nationwide that
are looking to improve the way
students are learning and how
subjects are taught. These schools
are joined through the Presidents’
Alliance, an organization that
supports efforts to advance undergraduate education.
Arlene Walker-Andrews, the
UM associate provost for undergraduate education, said
the university participates in

programs like the Collegiate
Learning Assessment to determine
the success of the curriculum.
The CLA helps institutions
develop higher learning opportunities by assessing the
educational strengths
and
weaknesses of the students.
Specifically, it measures how
much a university or college
contributes to student development.
Walker-Andrews said that
according to UM’s CLA results, it is in the top 20 percent
of schools across the country
when it comes to contributing
to the development of critical
thinking, analytical reasoning
and problem solving.
The next step in improving
the university involves more
assessments. Walker-Andrews
said she is focusing on critical
thinking and writing.
Some students feel there are
other areas that should be given
attention. Creative writing major
Morganne Armstrong doesn’t

have any complaints with her
program specifically, but she
said the availability of personal
help is sometimes scarce, especially in classes that are part of
general education requirements.
“I feel like they’re doing what
they can,” Armstrong said. “Focused, smaller classes are helpful, but I know that’s hard.”
Walker-Andrews said that
could be something that is addressed in the future, specifically for freshmen.
“We’ve been trying to marry
general education curriculum
to a ‘big ideas curriculum,’”
Walker-Andrews said, “and
that’s the idea that if students
come in, that there are often burning questions we all
have.” She said burning questions cover everything from
world health to climate change.
Ideally, she said, freshmen
would be clustered into groups
based on their questions. This
would be the “big idea” aspect
of the curriculum and general

education classes would aim at
answering those questions.
“The question of, ‘How can
we take undergraduate education and sort of intertwine it
with those big ideas in order to
provide more motivation behind
the courses that you choose?’ —
that’s not exactly assessment, but
it’s one of the things we’re talking about doing that we hope
will help make general education seem a lot more relevant.”
In theory, big ideas could
shape the structure of general
education, Walker-Andrews said.
Students could focus on an
idea their freshman year, then
choose related general education
courses based on their burning
questions.
“Wouldn’t it be nice if every
freshman had a freshman seminar?” Walker-Andrews asked.
“Or wouldn’t it be nice if we
could structure courses in your
sophomore year around the big
questions?”
This revamping of a student’s first two years at UM is
something Walker-Andrews has
been working on for a while
and she hopes it can be implemented soon, but funding is an
issue.
“We need money for students.
We need money for teachers. We
need money for facilities,” Walker-Andrews said. “Like everything, it takes time and money.
It doesn’t happen overnight.”
alyssa.rabil@umontana.edu
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Setting up success: Freshman standout finds groove
A.J. Mazzolini
Montana Kaimin
Kortney James hadn’t planned on being a setter.
When she was growing up on the volleyball court,
she was perfectly content playing the front as a middle hitter. That’s where the action was, much like the
name implies; hitting and spiking were her favorite
parts of the game.
But in middle school, many of the other volleyball
players hit growth spurts. Though she’s not short by
any means — now measuring in at 5-foot-10 — James
no longer had the height crucial to playing the front
line in volleyball. It was time for a change.
“It was kind of decided pretty young that I’d be a setter,” James said, speaking of her fate for the position.
With no other destiny-altering events cropping up
since then, James is now a freshman playing setter for
the Montana volleyball team. The native of Sandpoint,
Idaho, was charged with a difficult task in her first
year with the program: replacing a graduated Big Sky
Conference second-teamer in Taryn Wright. As her inaugural season with Montana winds down, head volleyball coach Jerry Wagner said he’s been amazed at
how quickly the setter has adjusted to the role.
“I’m sure it was very difficult,” Wagner said about
James’ first few games at setter. “But I would never
have guessed it would have been as smooth as it’s
been. I can’t understate that.”
In her first season at the collegiate level, James has become one of the better setters in the Big Sky Conference,
helping Montana overcome a rough start to the season
for an 11–13 record. In conference, though, the team has
posted a 7–6 record, good for a third-place tie.
As setter, her main responsibility is distributing
the ball on offense and setting up the hard-hitting
spikes of middle blockers Jaimie Thibeault and Brittany Quick. In doing so, the freshman has racked up
the most assists in the conference and is averaging the
third most assists per set at 9.36.
Taking over as the Grizzlies’ primary setter seemed
like an alien concept at first. She’d no longer be in a
hitting role, which she occasionally held before coming to the University of Montana.
“It was definitely different being the only setter out
there and always running the floor,” James said, adding that she does miss her hitting days every once in a
while. “But I like it, it’s a good different.”
Wagner credited his young setter’s quick transition
to the more up-tempo collegiate pace — and becoming
the team’s sole setter — to his team’s veterans helping
James with adjustments. Last year’s setter, Wright, had

started at the position for the better part of her four years in a maroon uniform, giving her plenty of
time to get in a pattern with hitters. James obviously lacked that
coming in, Wagner said, but made
up for it with a willingness to listen and establish a bond with the
women hitting up front.
“The biggest part of that chemistry has been the response from our
more experienced hitters,” the fifthyear coach said. “They help make
the relationship what it’s supposed
to be. There’s the right nonverbal
communication going on.”
One player benefiting recently
from James’ drive for better sets
is Quick, a junior from Richland,
Wash. After a few weeks adjusting to a new system at Montana,
James began serving up volleyballs more consistently for her
hitters. And it showed in Quick’s
hitting percentages.
“Obviously, she’s got to play
some role in that,” said Quick, who
is now hitting at a .291-pace on the
year, fifth best in the conference.
“The setter and hitter need to have
a connection for that to happen. I
think it would be a little bit of a
combination of me communicating better with Kortney, and she’s
communicating better with me.”
“Setting is all about feedback
and how the hitters like the
ball,” James added. “Some like it
a little differently, but each one
should be consistent. My job is to
make everyone else look good.
I’m supposed to put up a good
Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin
consistent ball for them to put
Freshman
setter
Kortney
James
serves
against
Northern
Colorado Friday night.
away.”
That eagerness to help the team
is what coach Wagner loves about his new setter. Fre- ter. That in itself will be a thrilling site, Wagner
quently, James arrives early to practice to work on the said.
“I’m excited about that but I’m not ready to think
perfect set with coaches. And that’s a rare level of dedthat way,” he said, making sure to focus on the presication among players her age, he said.
But for all that James has accomplished in just ent. “I want to enjoy every second of it. I don’t want to
three months with the Grizzlies, the player is still take a pause yet.”
anthony.mazzolini@umontana.edu
only a freshman and will continue to get even bet-
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Griz Notebook: by Daniel Mediate

Lady Griz basketball romps; volleyball ends skid
Lady Griz Basketball

With 45 points coming off the bench, the University of Montana women’s basketball team won
its final exhibition game Sunday afternoon, 72–41,
over Great Falls at Dahlberg Arena.
The Lady Griz will open their regular season at
UC Riverside Friday at 7 p.m.
Sophomore Katie Baker led the Lady Griz in
scoring for the second straight time, netting 11

points. Senior Jessa Loman Linford chipped in 10
and sophomore Alexandra Hurley and freshman
Torry Hill both added nine. All 13 healthy Lady
Griz players saw time on the court.
With a 42–23 halftime lead, Montana limited the
Argos to 18.8 percent from the field in the second half
to extend its lead.
“We had them overmatched physically, but they
run some things that were effective on us,” said
UM head coach Robin Selvig. “ We played hard but
we have a lot of getting better to do.”
Montana finished with a 44–39 rebounding advantage over the Argos, shot 44.3 percent
from the field and turned the ball over 11
times to Great Falls’ 23.
“We saw a lot of good things from everybody,” Selvig said. “We played hard and
learned a lot from these exhibition games.”
Senior forward Marissa Skogen finished
with seven points, nine rebounds and four
assists to lead the Argos.
With a pair of exhibition wins on the
books, the Lady Griz will face UC Riverside
Friday night and Cal State Bakersfield next
Sunday afternoon to kick off the regular
season.

Volleyball

Ben Coulter / Montana Kaimin
Sophomore forward Katie Baker (22) scores on the
way to a game-high 11 points Sunday afternoon at Dahlberg
Arena.

The University of Montana volleyball
team snapped a three-match losing streak
with a sweep of Northern Arizona Saturday
night at the West Auxiliary Gym.
The Griz won in straight sets, 25–23,
25–19, 25–20. The win moved Montana into
a two-way tie for third place in the Big Sky
Conference standings with two weeks of
regular season matches remaining.
After losing three straight matches, fifthyear head coach Jerry Wagner was pleased
with his team’s performance.

“We’ve been playing well but just haven’t been
up to get a win,” Wagner said. “It was nice to collectively get this one and break through.”
The Grizzlies hit .264, the team’s second highest
hitting percentage of the season, while maintaining a strong defensive stand, recording 18 blocks
and out-digging the Lumberjacks 76–53.   
Junior Amy Roberts had 17 kills on .286 hitting,
while junior middle blocker Brittany Quick finished with 10 kills on a team-high .444 hitting.
Senior leader Jaimie Thibeault struggled offensively, notching seven kills and seven attack errors,
See NOTEBOOK, page 7
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Documentary takes ride
with Montana Highway Patrol

Hannah Stiff
Montana Kaimin
The bumps and bruises are
gone, but Tamra Winchell still
hears ringing in her ears, a
sound that hasn’t faded in
the 10 months since a drunken
driver slammed into her patrol car.
Today, Winchell still works as
a trooper for the Montana Highway Patrol, and her story was
one of many about the state police shared Sunday night in the
University Center Theater. The
documentary, called “Montana
Journal: Patrolling the Big Sky,”
was filmed and produced by
University of Montana radio and
television students.
The students spent two
months chronicling the lives
and work of troopers across
the state for their advanced
video and storytelling class, a
400-level journalism class. Kagan Yochim, who taught the
class, said he picked the idea
for the documentary based on
the topic’s widespread appeal.
“Everyone sees state troopers
along the highway when they’re
driving and wonders what they
do. My own curiosity of what it’s
like to be a trooper helped me
pick the theme,” he said.

The screening took viewers
for a ride with Wolf Point trooper Derek Werner, who worked
as a tribal officer before joining
the Montana Highway Patrol.
Being a trooper, he said, earns a
lot of respect from people on the
Fort Peck Indian Reservation. As
the sole trooper for the Poplar
area, Werner is responsible for
covering hundreds of miles of
open highway every day, but he
doesn’t worry about the solitude.
“The tribal police are always
nearby,” he said.
Werner breaks up the monotony of endless driving by
pulling over suspected drunken
drivers. Not only does it give
him something to do, it keeps
dangerous drivers off the road,
Werner said.
Another segment features
John Spencer, who works as a
pilot for the aviation wing of
the Montana Highway Patrol.
From a helicopter, Spencer uses
infrared technology to help
ground patrol search for escapees and missing people.
Winchell, who works in the Bitterroot Valley, shared her story of
being a female in law enforcement
and having to convince her wary
mother of her career choice. She
also talked about recovering from
her accident in January.

The documentary also featured the story of a Kalispell
widow, Tawny Haynes, who
lost her husband, Michael, when
a drunken driver crashed into
his patrol car. Haynes is now a
single mother, raising her and
Michael’s two young children.
She’s also fighting for harsher
DUI laws around the state.
Erin Schermele, one of the students who helped produce the
program, said filming the documentary changed her mind about
law enforcement. “I always had
a negative image of law enforcement. But meeting these people
and getting to know them has
changed that,” she said.
Schermele hugged and visited with Winchell after the
documentary. Other troopers
and students did the same.
“I thought the students did a
great job and hit every aspect of
being a trooper in Montana. From
being a female on the force, being Native American, working in
heavily populated and sparsely
populated places, they got it,”
Winchell said after watching the
documentary at the UC Theater.
“Montana Journal: Patrolling the Big Sky,” will air at
7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 11, on
MontanaPBS.
hannah.stiff@umontana.edu

NOTEBOOK
From page 6
but the 6-foot-2 Canadian dominated defensively, finishing
with a match-high nine blocks
on top of eight digs.
“Our goal tonight was to
get the ball back by being
more efficient,” Wagner said.
“We needed to get the ball
in our hands and play to our
strengths, which are our blocking and our defense.”
Anchored by senior libero
Brittney Brown, Montana’s defense out-dug Northern Arizona by 23. Brown finished with a
match-high 19 digs, while Roberts added 14 and freshman
Megan Murphey recorded 13.   
The win put Montana (11–13,
7–6 BSC) into a tie with Idaho

State (16–11, 7–6 BSC) for third
place in the Big Sky Conference.
On Friday night, Montana
fell to Big Sky Conference
leader Northern Colorado in a
commanding 3–0 sweep in the
West Auxiliary Gym, 25–21,
25–14, 25–18.
Thibeault and Quick combined for 14 kills on .333 hitting
while freshman setter Kortney
James had 21 assists, six digs
and three blocks, and four kills
and no errors in eight attacks
to hit .500. The rest of the Grizzlies struggled, combining to
hit 10 kills with 14 attack errors.
Montana will visit Sacramento State Friday night in a
key conference matchup. Montana swept the Hornets the last
time the two teams squared off.
daniel.mediate@umontana.edu

8 NEWS
WILDLIFE
From page 1
DNA evidence is being used more
in poaching cases as the technology evolves, especially in felony
cases.
Montana FWP sends all of
its samples to the Wyoming
Game and Fish’s Wildlife Forensics Laboratory based out
of the University of Wyoming,
Kropp said.
The lab analyzes genetic evidence for 13 state wildlife agencies. Scientists process samples
to identify different species,
determine gender and age and
match samples found in separate locations.
“We make a lot of cases now
using DNA genetics,” said Jeff
Darrah, FWP warden captain
for the Missoula area.
In most poaching cases, forensics is used to connect the
animal in the possession of a
suspect with evidence showing that it was taken illegally,
Darrah said.
Darrah said his office is currently investigating two cases
of poaching and, while no details
are being released, Darrah said
tissue samples have been collected with a search warrant and are
en route to the Wyoming lab.
“The Wyoming lab is very good
at what they do,” Darrah said.
Kim Frazier, a forensic specialist and manager of the Wyoming wildlife forensics lab,
said this year she and her staff
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have processed animal hair,
blood, horn, skin and teeth
samples for 49 poaching cases.
Eight of those have come from
Montana.
She said the 2005 case of
the headless elk highlighted
the lab’s investigative forensics
abilities.
A hunter standing within
Yellowstone National Park shot
an elk across the park boundary line in Montana. The elkhunting season had closed a
month prior to the shooting.
The hunter then removed the
animal’s head, which was
dragged back into the park
where the hunter used an acess
road to exit the area.
The National Park Service
found the elk’s warm remains
and sent samples to the wildlife forensics lab in Wyoming.
The man accused of shooting the elk claimed to have
taken the animal legally in
November of that year. But
DNA analysis from the lab indicated otherwise, connecting
the headless carcass to an elk
head mounted and owned by
Michael David Belderrain.
Belderrain eventually admitted to having illegally
killed the elk and was fined
$1,150 and ordered to pay
$6,000 in restitution to Yellowstone National Park. He was
also sentenced to a four-year
term in federal prison.
Though Belderrain’s case

Montana Kaimin
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took over three years to process, Frazier said once her lab
has a sample, it takes about a
month to produce any details.
The Wyoming lab is not limited to poaching cases.
In July, Frazier processed
samples from the Soda Butte
Campground bear attacks
that killed one camper and
injured two others. The DNA
samples taken from the attack
locations were compared to
those of a female grizzly captured by wildlife officials soon
after the attacks. The samples
matched and the bear was
killed.
The expansion in DNA technology has expanded dramatically in the past 10 years, Frazier said.
“As more wardens and investigators learn about what
we can do with wildlife forensics, the more cases are being
brought to us,” she said.

hannah.ryan@umontana.edu

DIRECTOR
From page 1
One of the significant concerns
voiced by the audience was the
state of employee pay. Rice said
that, as a supervisor, it is important to keep employee perceptions
of the organization optimistic.
“Giving human resources
a presence on campus that is
positive and proactive is a positive thing you can do,” Rice
said, adding that it’s necessary
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to stress the importance of education in the human resources
department of a university and
getting people to realize that
strategy would help with job
recruitment and training.
Rice addressed the need to
make changes to the way information on job openings is
made available, especially to
students. While all of the information can be accessed online, he wants to look at ways
that it can be presented in different forms. He also said that he
wants to work on tying job descriptions to the specific degrees
that are needed for the positions.
As supervisor, his general
strategy would be to remain
goal oriented, he said.
“We need to be clear about
what it is we’re here to do, how
each of us will contribute to
that and to have fun in the process,” he said.
His main emphasis, however,
is using strategic planning and
organization to improve UM.
“The goal is to make the organization stronger,” he said.
“If we do that, it will give us
back what we need.”
emily.downing@umontana.edu

SMOKING
From page 3
becoming more reactive.”
According to Linda Green,
director of health enhancement at UM and a Tobacco
Task Force member, the issue is
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on the task force’s radar.
“Our goal is not just to push
smokers off campus and onto
someone else’s yard,” she said.
“We’re really trying to look into
everything for a smooth transition next fall.”
Green said the task force
hopes to meet with the University District neighborhood
council to discuss the issue and
has contacted UM Facility Services about the installation of
receptacles along the campus
perimeter.
Henriette Lowisch, a professor and director of the graduate program at the journalism
school, said she considered
quitting and taking another
job when she first heard of the
smoking ban. Lowisch, who
considers herself to be a “docile”
smoker, places her butts in an
empty Altoids can.
A German native, Lowisch
said she is sometimes mystified
by what Americans deem as
health risks.
“What fascinates me about
this country is that people don’t
complain about cars idling outside houses,” she said, pointing
out that they also emit fumes
dangerous to people. “Everyone
knows how bad cars are for the environment, so why do we still allow
students to drive to campus?”
A moment later, she answered
her own question.
“It’s easier to ban smoking
than it is to ban cars,” she said.
erin.cole@umontana.edu
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